the judge concluded  that Congress intended compensation for the miner
representative if  he participates  in the pre-inspection conferences held
at the mine or in the post-inspection conferences held at  the mine
immediately or shortly after the completion of  the  inspection.     5 FMSHRC
at 759.

The judge then held  that the conferences at  issue were not "post-
inspection" conferences,   as  that  term is used in section  103(f),   and
hence were not  compensable.     Noting that "post-inspection conference"   is
not  defined  in the Mine Act  or in the  Secretary's  regulations,   the
judge,   looking to  the legislative history,  described a post-inspection
conference as  an interchange between an  inspector and members of  an
Inspection party,  occurring immediately after a physical  inspection of  a
mine,   and involving a discussion of  the  inspector's  rationale for  issuing
a citation or order,  his  fixing of  an abatement  time and  other safety
and  health matters related to  the inspection.     5 FMSHRC at 757.     The
judge concluded  that Congress desired the miner  representative to be
able to  fully participate in and to be compensated for pre- and  post-
inspection conferences so that  the  representative  could make a meaningful
contribution to  the safety and health of miners  by being  afforded an
opportunity to address  safety and health concerns  resulting from  the
inspection,  when the facts and  circumstances of  the  inspection are  fresh
and when the parties to  the conference can explore ways  to  correct  the
conditions and achieve prompt abatement.     5 FMSHRC at 759,   762.     The
judge found,  however,   that the subject  conferences had no meaningful
effect on safety and health because  they occurred  long after the
completion of  the inspections and abatement of   the violations,   and
because the miner  representatives who  participated in the conferences
were not present during  the inspections.     Consequently,   the judge
concluded that the conference accomplished nothing more than affording
the operator an opportunity to  take advantage of the Secretary's   Part
100 penalty assessment procedures and were not   compensable conferences.
5  FMSHRC at 762-63.

We agree  that section 103(f)   of  the Mine Act  requires  that  a miner
representative be  compensated for participation  in pre- or post-inspection
conferences.    As  the judge noted,   section 103(f)   clearly mandates that a
miner  representative be afforded  the opportunity to accompany an inspector
during the physical inspection of  the mine,   and  to participate in pre-
or post-inspection conferences held at  the mine.     Section 103(f)   further
provides  that the miner representative "shall suffer no  loss of  pay
during the period of his participation in the inspection made under this
subsection."      While section 103(f)   does not expressly mention compen-
sation for pre- or post-inspection conferences,   the   legislative history
of   the Act clearly  indicates Congress'   intent that section 103(f)   requires
such compensation.

The report of   the Senate Committee which  largely drafted much of
the  1977 Mine  Act  states   the purpose of  the provision for miner  partici-
pation and  compensation contained   in  section 103(f).     In addition to
discussing  the  rights of  the miner  representative  to accompany an inspector
during an inspection,   the report  states:
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